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Studio Commitment: Studio commitment is for one school year or summer 
session at a time. Singing, like learning a musical instrument or a sport, is a 
skill that takes time, commitment, and diligent practice over many months 
to develop. Please understand that I am a working musician and I plan my 
work life around you/your student’s scheduled lesson. It is very difficult for 
me to fill lesson spots if students drop mid-semester. I require one month’s 
notice (by the 5th of the month) should you decide to suspend lessons 
(therefore if you wanted to end lessons in December, I would need to 
know by November 5th). Students who wish to withdraw from lessons 
before the end of the semester and who do not give 30 days notice will 
be charged a $75 early withdrawal fee. Once an initial lesson time is 
determined I will always plan on seeing a student at that time unless I have 
been notified otherwise. I will not send reminder emails or check in if a 
student does not show up on time. Please set phone reminders for yourself if 
you tend to forget. 

Students who are consistently absent, particularly if their absences are often 
unexcused, may be asked to terminate their lesson contract. This will be 
handled on a case-by-case basis. I reserve the right to terminate any 
contract, at any time, if the associated student is not upholding the policies 
set forth in this document. Another way to ensure you do not miss any 
updates is to follow the Saunders Vocal Studios Facebook page!  

 

Missed lessons ♪ Make Ups ♪ Flex Weeks 
Make up lesson policy:  In order to best serve my students and provide the 
highest level of service to my families, I do not offer make up lessons. A no 
makeup policy will allow me to give every student the energy and 
instruction they deserve since I will be now able to spend appropriate time 
planning lessons instead of making up lessons. Tuition covers a certain 
number of lessons in a given session and allows for up to four missed 
lessons. Please be assured that your tuition is always working for 
you/your child as I spend a great deal of time outside of lessons 
choosing repertoire, planning, attending competitions, etc. So, even if 
you have to miss a lesson and cannot use the alternatives offered, you 
don’t have to worry about receiving less for your tuition. You’ll be 



receiving more energy, enthusiasm and a more successful lesson each week 
since I will have the appropriate time to give. Students are always welcome 
to send a video via Marco Polo should they want to check in the week of a 
missed lesson. 

Illness: Students who are ill should not come to lessons. If you are only 
slightly ill (not sick in bed) then a virtual lesson is a great way to use the 
lesson time without exposing anyone. We can always do a no singing lesson 
and work on theory, listening, or rhythm. If a student shows up to an in 
person lesson and is sick you will be sent home and forfeit your lesson time. 

Missed Lessons: Because specific times are set aside for specific students, a 
student who does not attend a lesson will simply miss the benefit of that 
lesson. I will then use that time or other times to plan for the student’s 
progress, locate materials, etc. Please be assured that your tuition pays for far 
more than the time spent with your child (see “Where Does My Tuition Go?”). 
There are no refunds, discounts or makeups given unless I am unable to 
teach the promised number of lessons. 
 
Virtual Lessons: Virtual lessons will be offered in lieu of in person lessons 
due to the Covid-19 until it is deemed safe for public singing. Dr. Saunders 
is keeping tabs on current research on the issue. Once in person lessons 
resume, In the case that I am ill but well enough to teach I will hold virtual 
lessons so as not to spread any germs to students. In the case of inclement 
weather or school closings, virtual lessons will also be offered at the student's 
regular lesson time.  
 
Flex/Bonus weeks: Five flex weeks are built into the semester. This means 
that your tuition covers 30 lessons over a 35 week available lesson period. 
Both the student and the teacher may utilize the flex weeks as needed 
throughout the semester and can be used if you have a conflict or are ill. You 
may cancel, or I may cancel for various reasons. I will do my best to never 
cancel your lesson, but you know, baby, weather, life, etc. If neither of us 
needs to cancel any, wonderful! Any flex weeks not used by the end of the 
semester may be attended by the student free of charge. 
 

♪ Practice ♪ Materials 

Preparation and Practice: It is imperative that students come to lessons 
each week prepared and ready to sing and learn! Students are responsible 
for obtaining all assigned material - typically 1-2 repertoire books per year 
and one theory or vocalise book per year. (It is just as important that 



students BRING THEIR MUSIC TO LESSONS!!! If students do not have their 
music at their lesson we cannot make markings in their music, and I will also 
assume that they have been not using their music to practice.) 

● Beginning students: 30 min/day, 5-6 days/week 
● Intermediate students: 45 min/day, 5-6 days/week 
● Advanced students: 60 min/day, 5-6 days/week •  
● Always take one day off/week to rest your voice. 
● The first 10 min of your practice session should be vocal warm-ups and 

technique exercises. Spend about 5 minutes on theory or sight-singing. 
Spend the remaining time on your repertoire. This includes: speaking 
your text, listening to recordings of your song, singing the notes on 
solfege or a neutral syllable such as “la la,” speaking the rhythm on “ta,” 
speaking the text in rhythm, and *finally* singing it all together!  

 
Parent’s Role in Practice: Parents need to be a part of the practice routine. 
Most students do not do their homework on their own, and the same is true 
with practicing, rather, it is a skill that must be learned and fostered by the 
parents at home. I only see the singers once a week, so by creating a time to 
practice the parents’ help instill good discipline tactics that will last a 
lifetime!  
 
Materials:  

● 3-ring binder with all vocal exercise handouts and music  
● Notebook to write down assignments or paper in your 3-ring binder to 

write down assignments  
● Theory and sight-singing workbooks/Music/Song Books  
● Pencil  
● Laptop/cellphone/recording device to record vocal exercises, your song, 

etc.  
● Water bottle (if desired -- I recommend this). 
● Bluetooth speaker 
● Laptop microphone 
●  

 
Repertoire: This will vary from student to student. I will not try to make all of 
my student’s sound like opera singers, but I do teach a classical style of 
singing. This means that you will be assigned a good amount of classical art 
song, folk song, and musical theatre pieces for study. However, I am very 
open to working on other pieces in conjunction with our classical 
assignments (musical theater, pop, etc.). If you’d like to incorporate these 
styles into our studies, or if you have any special performances you need to 
prepare for do not hesitate let me know. 



 
Performances: Once or twice a year, the students of the studio will come 
together to present a recital. While performance in the recital is optional (but 
very much encouraged!) Attendance at the recital is always desired. Dates 
will be provided in advance. Performing is how students show off what they 
have learned and also gain skills in introducing their pieces, performing for 
an audience, and working through nerves. 
 
Lesson Guests: I am happy to have observers, I would just ask that you 
check with me before inviting them. Parents, of course, are welcome to 
observe their student’s lessons as long as it does not interfere with the 
learning process and studio space allows for you in the room. If you have any 
questions about lessons, feel free to contact me at any time. Any video 
recording of lessons must be approved by Dr. Saunders and the student. 
 
 

EVER WONDER WHERE  
YOUR TUITION DOLLARS GO? 

● Time spent with student in 
lessons  

● Time spent planning for 
student lessons  

● Books of sheet music  
● Recital planning, programs, 

refreshments  
● Time spent at rehearsals and 

recitals  
● Sales, self-employment tax  
● Health Insurance   
● Social Media Upkeep  
● Technology updates 
● Office Supplies 
● Email/administrative time 
● Researching community 

theatre performance 
opportunities  

● Teacher experience: 10+ years 
of experience teaching 

students grades K-12, 
college-level, & adult learners  

● Teacher Formal Education: I 
hold a Doctorate of Musical 
Arts in Voice Performance and 
Pedagogy  

● Teacher continuing education 
● Professional membership fees: 

National Association of 
Teachers of Singing, 
Speakeasy Cooperative for 
Independent Voice Teachers 

● Gas and car maintenance 
driving to multiple studio 
locations  

● Website maintenance and 
fees 

 
 



 


